This Week in NYC 


The East 74th St Playhouse , 
334 E 74-seating 299, was picked as 
this season's home of the Phoenix 
Theatre for a thirty week season 
starting Sept 18, The Ford Foundat- 
ion backed acting company will be 
dropped and each production will 
have a different director . After 
presenting a six week run of The 
Pirates of Penzance production of 
Tyrone Guthrie at the Phoenix, 189 
Second Av, opening Sept 6 as its 
first subscriber offering}the Caro- 
line Burke Swann production of One 
Way Pendulum , London comedy by 
N.F. Simpson will debut on E 74 St. 
Following will be a twin bill of An- 
drocles and the Lion and a new Po- 
lish play by Slawomir Mrozek, The 
Police, both staged by Tom Gruen- 
wald, Third production will be a 
modern Russian play, The Dragon 
by Eugen Schwartz. Both operat - 
ing costs and income will be cut 
two-thirds by the move uptown, 


Plays, 


Two Oct shows changed titles 
--The Maid's Room is new name of 
Harry Kurnitz' "The Naked Truth" 
and Write Me a Murder picked for 
Frederick Knott's mystery " When 
No One Is Looking..'' Kim Hunter 
and James Donald to co-star Oct 26 
at Belasco...No Strings chosen as 
title of Richard Rodgers-Samuel 
Taylor musical due in Feb. 


Look We've Come Through , 
Hugh Wheeler's second Play to be 
presented Oct ll by Saint Subber - 
Frank Prince, directed by Jose Quin- 
tero with Colin Wilcox and Clinton 
Kimbrough... Everybody LovesOpal 
a new play by John Patrick starring 
Eileen Heckart, directed by Cyril 
Ritchard to be presented Oct ll at 
Longacre by Roger Stevens... An 
Evening with Yves Montand wiil 
be presented as a "Nine O' Clock" 
Theatre presentation Oct 24 at 
Golden by Alex Cohen-Norman Gr- 
anz-Jacques Canetti for limited run. 


Broadway Business 


Variety reports general in- 
crease , with Carnival sole sellow. 
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NYC Calendar 


The Tender Trap-4lst St- 
8/22...Harry Belafonte- Forest 
Hills Stadium 8-25-27...Richard 
Il-Central Park 8/28. 


Players 


Lawrence Keith subbing this 
week for vacationing Michael Alli - 
son, My Fair Lady, marking first 
American to play leading role in 
NY company... Anita Gillette sub - 
bing for ill Anna Maria Alberghetti, 
Carnival .. Joanna Merlin replaced 
Salome Jens, A Far Country... Will- 
iam Squire, Welsh actor from Lon- 
don, to replace Richard Burton, Cam- 
elot, Sept 16, latter leaving to join 
"Cleopatra" film... Theodore Bikel 
and Mary Martin both leave Sound 
of Music Oct 7...Muriel Rahn, 50, 
died of cancer in NYC, 


Legal Dept 


NY C Mayor Wagner prom- 
ised League of NY Theatres that the 
5% city admission tax would be abol- 
ished by the City Council Oct 1, with 
the estimated $2 million available to 
help pay union pension demands, No 
cut in ticket prices is planned, 


Shakespeare 


1962 NY Shakespeare Festival 
season will open Jun 25 with The Mer- 
chant of Venice directed by Joe Papp 
with Nan Martin, George C Scott, The 
Tempest directed by Gerald Freed - 
man and an operatic version of Two 
Gentlemanfrom Verona with score 
by David Amram will complete first 
season at new Belvedere Tower am - 
phitheatre, 


Theatre TV Notes 


WOR -TV(NY) to present 15 
part series "Plays of Shakespeare" 
with Prof Arthur Eastman, Univ of 
Michigan... "Lerner and Loewe Sk- 
etchbook"' to be presented on NBC- 
TV in Feb... ABC-TV to film a 
production of Royal Shakespeare 
Theatre, Stratford, England, next 
summer, 


NY 17 NY 
T.M, Kraus 


Off Broadway 


Leave It to Jane extended 
run additional week prior to open- 
ing in Chicago Sept 5... Peter Try- 
tler and Roger Carmel joined The 
Premise...Doug Robinson moved 
up from chorus to lead in Little 
Mary Sunshine, 


I Want You a new musical 
by Stefan Kanter-Jess Korman-Joe 
Crayhon to be presented Sept 14 at 
Maidman by Ted Flicker-Sam Fe- 
ldman-Crayon...Happy Days a new 
play by Samuel Beckett to alternate 
with the Albee twin-bill at Cherry 
Lane starting Sept 19,directed by 
Alan Schneider with Ruth White , 
John Beecker.,..Hi Paisano is new 
name of ''No Law Against Love" mu- 
sical due Sept 27 at York, Marie San- 
tell signed as lead... Shadow of Her- 
oes a play about 1956 Hungarian re- 
volt by Robert Ardrey to be produced 
Nov 14 at York by Warner LeRoy - 
Paul Libin, directed by LeRoy, 


Theatre Book Notes 


"An Age of Kings" scripts 
and charts of 15 BBC-TV programs 
of Shakespeare's histories to be pu- 
blished in paperback edition by Pyr- 
amid Books, introduction by Prof O 
J Campbell, Columbia Univ... June 
Havoc signed to write book about the 
Latin American tour of American 
Repertory-Theatre Guild product 
ions, 


Theatre Film Notes 


Subways Are for Sleeping 
film rights to new Adolph Green - 


Betty Comden musical due in Dec 
sold by David Merrick to Frank 
Sinatra for $1 million. 
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DIGESTS OF CURRENT NYC THEATRE REVIEWS 


The Moon is Blue-4lst St (125 W 41) 8/8. 5 pro- and 
2 con- Herald Tribune, News- filed on revival of 1951 F, Hugh 
Herbert comedy by Barbara Griner-Eleanor Horn, directed 
by Matt Cimber with Donald Cook, William Severs, Patricia 
Bosworth as fourth "All Star Comedy Festival" production . 
Most of the affirmatives were for Cook's skill in bringing the 
slightly dated script to life, with only Post reviewer approv- 
ing of both Cook, play and players. While negative voters 
blamed talky play, not production, Heading pro side Watts , 
Post, enjoyed bright, likable romantic comedy attractively 
performed with Cook, one of the most expert farceurs in the 
US theatre continuing in role he originated with ease, deft- 
ness and style, Esterow, Times, felt that thanks to Cook's 
timing close to perfection and fine support, the play is still 
droll, romantic and comic, Coleman, Mirror, okayed Cook's 
skill, but panned air-conditioning of Off Broadway house, 
Hudson, World Telegram & Sun, agreed with colleagues est- 
imate of Cook, but felt that Severs, a last minute replace - 
ment for Jean Shepard, and Bosworth flopped. McClain , 
Journal American, also felt supporting players lacked the 
necessary flair, but cheered Cook's portrayal. Dissenter 
Morgenstern, Herald Tribune, panned pallid play with its 
mildly diverting characters who never really say much that 
is intrinsically funny, Davis, News, vetoed 1951 script that 
now seems shallow, unreal and boring. 


SUMMER CIRCUIT REVIEWS 


The Premise-Westport, Conn 8/8, Davis, News , 
approved of Westport troupe-Barbara Anson, Sandy Barone, 
Marcie Hubert, Peter Berez in the bright and comfortable 
little house. They are fortunate because they are loaded 
with talent and good humor and because they are working 
in a splendid converted barn, a far cry from the average 
dank, cramped and dirty Off Broadway house. 


The Anvil- Charleston, West Va 8/4. Keller, World 
Telegram & Sun, recommended new play about John Brown's 
trial by Mrs Julia Davis Healy presented with a local cast 
twice nightly for a one week run at the Charlestown Court 
House, directed by NY stage? Charles Wood, Play is tight, 
but not lean, the amateur cast gave great poignancy to the 
script, NY reporter noted, 


Honey in the Rock- Beckley, West Va 8/7. Esterow, 
Times, applauded Kermit Hunter's newest outdoor drama 
presented at the 900 seat Grandview State Park Amphithea- 
tre . Theatre itself is a handsome one with stereophbnic 
sound equipment and a lovely open sky for its roof, The 
air is cool and business at the blanket concession is brisk 
The play is impressive ,and as a community and state pro- 
ject and as a play in a setting of breathtaking grandeur; it 
perpetuates the magic of the theatre and the majesty of the 
land, 


NYC CRITICS ABROAD -LONDON REPORTS 


Luther advance interest seems entirely justified 
rates Watts, Post, on basis of seeing final dress rehearsal 
in London, It is more a succession of confrontations be - 
tween the half-reluctant reformer and the forces striving 
to restrain his outbreaks than a carefully integrated play, 
but NY critic found it almost steadily absorbing... Beyond 
The Fringe cheered as mad, small revue sroseuted CaS 
enoug t and sparklenever to be offensive, by McClain, 


Journal American... Sullivan, News, admitted trouble fath- 
oming accents of Beyond the Fringe quartet . 


INTER - 


VIEW 


HI-LITES 


LEX LUCE, 75 year old retired actor who will por- 

tray a role in Richard II in Central Park, his first in 30 
years, believes the theatre crisis is as old as he is, he 
told Viner, World Telegram & Sun, Always he has heard 
the woes of Broadway. The only thing he finds shocking 
now is their showing the same shows of thirty years ago 
with no qualms about asking $6.90 for what they used to 
charge $2.50, There is not much to teach about acting, 
but a lot tO learn, If you've got what it takes, six months 
in an acting workshop is all you need, 


CY FEUER, co-producer of How to Succeed in 
Business Without Really Trying , is opening on Sat, Oct 
{0 because psychologically it is a Sat kind of show, the 
kind you can relax and enjoy more on a Sat, he told Her- 
ridge, Post, Producers think they can tell from the out- 


of-town reaction to a new show if it is going to be a hit. 
Good reviews are fine, but it's the audience that counts, 


DAVID AMR AM, composer of NY Shakespeare 
Festival productions, would rather write music for plays 
than movies, he told Ross, Herald Tribune, Plays are 
more difficult because you don't have as many instru- 
ments, The purpose of theatre music is to provide magic 
and a poetic framework for the play. The less music you 
have the better the production and the better the music, 

It is meaningless and cheap to use music merely for filler 
or to take the place of acting 


NYC 


FUTURE 


CALENDAR 


The Pirates of Penzance-Phoenix 9/6,..Cockeyed 
Kite-Actors Play 9/13...1 Want You- Maidman 9/14... 
Misalliance- Sher Sq 9/19...One Way Pendulum- East 74- 
9/18... Happy Days-Cherry Lane 9/19...Ghosts- 4th St- 
9/20...Opening of a Window-T. Marquee 9/21... Julius 
Castro- 9/21...High Fidelity- Ambassador- 9/25...O0 
Marry Me- Gate 9/25... From the Second City- Royale 
9/26...Hi Paisano- York 9/27...4th Av North- Mad Av 
9/27... Diff'rent-Actors Play 9/28... Purlie Victorious- 
Cort 9/29 


Sap of Life- 1 Sher Sq- 10/2... Sail Away-Broad- 
hurst 10/3,,. The Caretaker- Lyceum 10/4... Blood, Sweat 
& Stanley Poole-Morosco 10/5... Clandestine on the Morn- 
ing Line-10/5,..Let's Ride It- O'Neill 10/6... Milk and 
Honey- Beck 10/10... Everybody Loves Opal- Longacre 
10/11... Look We'Ve Come Through -10/l1, .. How to Suc- 
ceed -46th St 10/14... All in Love- 4st St 10/16... The 
Maid's Room- Booth 10/18.,.A Cook for Mr. General- 
Playhouse 10/19... Kwamima- 54th St- 10/23... Yves 
Montand- Golden 10/24,.,The Buskers- Cricket- 10/25 
Write Me a Murder- Belasco 10/26. ..Gayden-Maid- 
man 10/30,..Go Fight City Hall- Mayfair 10/30..,Garden 
of Sweets- 10/31 


ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


TAX RELIEF?...Producers will be making a big mistake 
if they do not reduce ticket prices proportionatly 
when the 5% city tax is removed, predicts Davis, News 
Everyone is in agreement that the theatre's biggest 
headache is the high price of seats, and the 5% would 
not make the difference between the success or the 
failure of a show. 


BEACH "PARADISE"... Two editorials recommended the 
Jones Beach, NY, Marine Theatre Paradise Island. 
Times stated it was an enjoyable production that 
takes full advantage of the big lagoon. World Tele- 
gram & Sun commented that it was first rate enter - 
tainment doubling as a salute to our 50th state. 


REVIEWERS AT WORK...Helpful suggestion by Chapman, 
News, for a new ending for Camelot was made in 
a letter from critic to author, reviewer details. 
He forwarded the idea which is being used because 
he thought musical was superb from the start, be- 
cause of a long and deep friendship with Moss Hart 
and because the authors have most generously given 
of their time whenever he asked for it. 
THEY WENT THATAWAY...NYC summer theatre has 
dwindled because it has taken to the hinterlands 
via summer stock, musical tents and high priced 
entertainment at luxury resorts, surmises Coleman, 
Mirror... When the NY Shakespeare Festival long 
range open air program of plays, concerts, opera, 
etc in the various parks of the city comes to pass 
the natives may be glad to stay for the summer , 
bets "Topics of the Times", Times, 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS,.. Chapman, News, and Coleman, 
Mirror, have confessed that writing thorny re- 
views upsets them and makes it difficult for them 
to sleep serenly, explains Winchell, Mirror...The 
identity of 'George Spelvin"' commentator on the 
NY reviewers in ''Theatre Arts" revealed as Rip 
Van Winkle by Watts, Post, who denies recent com- 
ment that he always gives ectastic notices of plays 
dealing with the Irish. 


MERRICK VS, ANNA MARIA.,.Commiques and inter - 
views filed by Carnival producer David Merrick, 
ill star Anna Maria Alberhetti, and understudy 
Anita Gillette got confusing. Gillette's first per- 
formance in the role was rated by Merrick as "the 
best replacement performance ever known on Broad 
way.'' Producer wished he had been clairvoyant 
enough to know that she was better than Alberghetti 
he told Little, Herald Tribune, Alberghetti was 
"bewildered and shocked" by this comment, but 
pleased at Gillette's success, Gillette, in turn, 
thought Merrick's statement "unnecessary and a 
little unprofessional. '' Understudy has signed for 
a leading role in The Gay Life, and is scheduled 
to leave Carnival Aug 19. Farrell, World Tde gram 
& Sun, hears Carol Lawrence may fill in after that. 
McHarry News, felt that Merrick's quote lost him 
any friends he still had left on Broadway. Farrell, 
WTS, rated it asone of the sourest notes ever heard 
on Broadway. Wilson, Post, reported that Merrick 
camp has asked Alberghetti forces for a truce with 
star insisting upon an apology. 


PROS & CONS BY TMK 


The Moon Is Blue is a tribute to the comic skills 
and staying power of Donald Cook who brings style and 
freshness to a dated, machine made comedy that he has 
appeared in actually thousands of performances, A prime 
example of the sexless sex-farce the script under Cook's 
firm hold seems to be gay, clever and somehow wicked . 
The routine stock performances of the supporting players 
are made to glow and match Cook's superb timing. After 
two fiascos the "All Star Summer Festival" series at the 
4ist St Theatre is back to its original purpose, It is int- 
eresting to note that of the four plays presented, director 
Matt Cimber has only had success with comedies concern- 
ing the problems of delightful, half-baked wacky actresses, 


* 


A Midsummer Night's Dream performs the magic 
of good theatre by transporting its audience thousands of 
miles from its mid-city Central Park site. The outstand- 
ing production staff must share plaudits with the excellent 
cast in presenting a truly bigger than life rendition of the 
Bard's fantasy. The unusual Brendan Behan "Puck"" may 
seem strange casting, but is notably effective. Except 
for the leg-breaking steel chairs there is not single com- 
plaint that can be filed. 


* * 


That Something Extra Oldsmobile industrial show 
based on "The Pajama Game" music presented at ANTA 
Playhouse for a week's run prior to national tour was a 
slick, professional entertainment package using the top tal- 
ents of musical theatre to present the companies four beau- 
tiful new autos to their dealers, The delightful music of the 
original Broadway show, with half of the lyrics changed to 
fit the occassion, the perfectly trained singers and dancers, 
plus the personable talents of leading players Jeanne Bal, 
Jack Russell, Joan Holloway were blended into an advertis- 
ing plot no sillier than most Broadway shows, The one week 
NY stand should have been, but probably wasn't, covered by 
every producer, director, agent claiming to seek "talent," 


* * 


The Phoenix Theatre move uptown to the handsome, 
comfortable East 74th St Theatre is an imaginative, real - 
istic solution to the eight year old enterprise, While it is 
a loss to end for a while the Phoenix acting company, the 
opportunity for the group to recoup, stay in business and 
present unusual plays not possible in the downtown 1200 
seat playhouse balances the ledger neatly. The location 
itself should introduce the established joys of the Phoenix 
to many who would not normally venture Off Broadway 
downtown, Finally the switch makes available a larger 
theatre which can be used in the usual Oct booking jam. 


* 


A clue as to how Broadway production costs can be 
cut is found in the agreement made between play -film pro- 
ducer Michael Myerberg and seven key local branches of 
the stagehands union. For allowing modifications in work- 
ing rules which can cut production costs upto 50%, the 
unions agreed to share in the profits of five low budget 
pictures up to 16% of the profits. As long as the standard 
cry of the theatre unions has been " We want our share" , 
there is no reason why they should not share in the gambles 
of the production also. 
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OUTER 


BROADWAY 


THEATRE 
LETTER 
College Theatre 


Harvard Summer Players 
presenting Brecht's A Man's A 
Man translated by Eric Bentley 
Aug 10-19, staged by John Han - 
cock at Loeb Drama Center. 


AETA Confab 


"Theatre As Teacher" is 
title of address by Abraham A. 
Ribicoff to AETA convention Aug 
29. 


Midwest Confab 


Midwest Theatre Conference 
Aug 5-6 at Univ of Chicago speakers 
included--Harold Clurman, Burgess 
Meredith, Jo Mielziner. Scenes from 
Court Theatre, Chicago, productions 
of--Ulysses in Nighttown, Six Char- 
acters in Search of An Author, and 
Henry IV Part I were presented, 


Winter Repertory 


Crest Theatre, Toronto, is 
forced to postpone Sept 14 opening 
of a modern production with Pam - 
ela Brown due to actress' signing 
for "Cleopatra" film...A Roomful 
of Roses with Maureen O'Sullivan 
to play four weeks at Drury Lane, 
Chicago, starting Oct1 ..Barter 
Theatre, Abington, Va. to use a 
nearby converted church for exper- 
imental shows, children's plays and 
one act play programs, 


Shakespeare 


National Shakespeare Fest- 
ival, Balboa Park, San Diego reports 
near sellout audiences for first four 
weeks, Twelfth Night, Merchant of 
Venice ,Richard III being presented 
in repertory to Sept 10 with Morris 
Carnovsky, Jacqueline Brookes, Luli 
Claire. 


American Shakespeare Fest- 
ival Theatre & Academy annual 
awards presented at Stratford,Conn 
to--Tyrone Guthrie, Oregon Shake- 
speare Festival, Bert Lahr, Amer- 
ican Shakespeare Guild and Prof . 
Charles Jasper Sisson, Dean of Fac- 
ulty of Art, Univ of London. 


Summer Playhouses 


Five Buffalo, NY area straw- 
hat theatres folded--Town and Coun- 
try Playhouse, Niagara Falls Summer 
Theatre, Holloway Bay Playhouse , 
Lake Shore Theatre, Grand Island 
Playhouse. 


A Adventure a new play by 
James Davis, NY Daily News, to be 
presented at Sharon, Conn, Play - 


house, with Peggy Wood... The Beauty 
Part, a new play by S J Perelman to 


be tested Sept 18-30 at Bucks County 
Playhouse, New Hope, Penn starring 
Bert Lahr...Tom Ewell's one man 
humor program to be presented Aug 
15 matinee at Bucks County Play - 
house, 


Tryouts This Week 


Top of the List- a new revue 
by Bill Dana and Bud McCreery at 
Green Mansions Playhouse, Warren- 
sburg, NY 8/19-9/2 


Barabbas by Michel de Ghel- 
derode at Woodstock, NY, Playhouse 
8/15-20 


Home James a new musical 
at South Yarmouth, Mass, Summer 
Theatre 8/15-19, 


Unusual Revivals This Week 


Aria Da Capo, The Maids 
and Edna St Vincent Millay's Pic- 
nic on the Battlefield at Princeton 


NJ Players 8/15-20 


The Vinegar Tree at Duke's 
Oak Theatre-Cooperstown, NY 8-15- 
20 


Rocket to the Moon-at Phon 


icia, NY Playhouse 8715-20 


Philoktetes at East End 
Players Theatre, Provincetown 
Mass 8/15-18 


Susannah and the Elders 
at Berkshire Playhouse, Stock- 
bridge, Mass with Gloria Grahame 
8/14-19 


Quadrille at Guthsville 
Playhouse, Allentown, Penn 8/14/19 


The Changeling at Hedge- 
row Theatre, Moylan, Penn 8/14-26 


TheWizard of Oz at Bruns- 
wick, Maine, Summer Playhouse with 
Margaret Hamilton 8/14-26 


Road Shows 


Advise and Consent tour 
with Chester Morris portraying role 
originated in NY by Ed Begley opa@ms 
Oct 1 in Cincinatti... The Best Man 
tour with Melvyn Douglas and Frank 
Lovejoy opens Sept 18 in Cleveland 
-+. The Captains and the Kings a 
new play by Leo Lieberman with 
Dana Andrews to opm long  pre- 
Broadway tour Oct 30 in San Fran- 
cisco with NY debut set for Jan 22. 


London 


Old Vic season opens Sept 
14 with Doctor Faustus featuring 
Paul Daneman, directed by Mich - 
ael Benthall. King John production 
set for Sept 19 with Maurice Den - 
ham, Mourning Becomes Electra 
directed by Val May added to re - 
pertory Nov 21, 


Martin Stephens replaced 
Keith Hamshere in title role of 
Oliver ,.Sweet Bird of Y outh co- 
starring Vivien Leigh and Mont- 
gomery Clift planned for this 
season, 


Europe 


3000 seat Roman theatre 
in Petra, Jordan has been uncov- 
ered complete by Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary expedition. 


US Repertory 


$500 prize for best full 
length play by a Trinidadian plus 
a NY Production announced by 
Lawrence Langer, who attended 
Port-of-Spain, Trinidad debut of 
American Repertory-Theatre Guild 
production of The Skin of Our Teeth. 


Current Road Tours 


Sail Away-Colonial, Boston 
8/9 


Fiorello! -Biltmore, Los 


Angeles 877 


The Miracle Worker-Opera 


House, Central City, Colo 8/1. 


"CD" digests all theatre 
material in the 2100 pages 
of 7 NY daily papers of 
the preceding week," CD" 
subscribers are invited 
to inquire further for 
more specific data on cur- 
rent reviews, back reviews 
5S! and out-of-town tryout re- 
views via mail, phone or 
drop by for coffee and 
facts when in NYC, 
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